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Mr. K 2 r. 


Ch---y, Jan. 6, 1758. 

8 I N, | 
HE loſs of a favourite child 

by a premature death, tho' in 

a manner ſhocking, and, conſidering 
his age, unparalleled, hath not ſo far 
perverted my underſtanding, as to 
make me eſteem it a ſubject worthy 
of public notice: untimely deaths are 
as common as they are melancholy, 
and errors in phyſical practice are not 
fo uncommon as to be inexcuſable: 


had my mind been affected with no 
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other evils, grievous as they were, I 
ſhould have left them to time to re- 
medy.— The true reaſon, therefore, 
of publicly addreſſing you in this 
manner, is grounded on the behavi- 
our that enſued on your receiving 


from me the following letter. 


mn - 


"To Mr. Kr. 
C WT 3 Dec. 2, 1757. 
— \ 


Have now time to reflect on the 
- loſs of my dear child; and as the 
manner of his ſudden death ſhocks 


me, and all mankind who hear it, 1 


mult defire, in a friendly manner, that 
you will inſert, in a methodical courſe, 
-a regular diary of your proceedings 
through the whole caſe, that I, as 


well as the whole branch of the fra- 


ternity, may be ſatisfied: the execu- 
tion of this requeſt will perhaps ſtop 
my expoſing the affair in the public 

papers, 


3 


papers, which T am determined to 
do, unleſs I am ſatisfied by your ac- 
ht? l BSD þf 
130 Fan; Bir, ©... 4 
„„ 
| +4 Ch. B- r . 
I think J may ſafe! appeal to all 
who ſhall read this letter, whether 
any thing was contained in it ſo re- 
proachful, as to draw on me your in- 
dignation, or ſo abſurd, or illiberal, 
as to merit your contempt; when 
therefore, inſtead of vouchſafing me 
the leaſt anſwer or notice, you pro- 
pagated reports as falſe in themſelves 
as they are injurious to me; when 
you aſcribed my child's diforder to 
cauſes that never exiſted, and his 
death to meaſures injudiciouſly taken; 
when you traduced my ſkill in my 
profeſſion, becauſe I could only pal- 
tate his ſufferings, and make his 
death more eaſy; and exempted your- 
*. ſelf 


. 


* 


1 6 

ſelf from klawe, becauſe your atten- 
dance was diſpenſed with, juſt before 
his death, when his caſe was pro- 
nounced fatal. When, laſtly, by ar- 
rogance, defiance, and new contempts 
daily repeated, you, as it were, poi- 
ſoned the wound you before had 
given me, I thought it incumbent on 
me to demand a -ppblic ſatisfaction, 
and to detect and expole your, preva- 
rications, by dragging them into open 
light. Add to this, the defire I had, 
after experience of my own feelings, 
to give caſe to thoſe, who having be- 
| lieved, through your means, my ſon 
died of a malignant infectious fever, 
in a ſeat of public education, might 
otherwiſe ſuffer great diſquietude, be- 
cauſe they are parents, as I lately was. 

Theſe, fir, are the motive that have 
induced me to offer to the public the 
following Narrative of facts, atteſted 
by eye-witneſſes, whoſe credit is be- 


yond exception. 


THE 


71 
NAR RAT I VE. 


O the child of Mr. B., ſur- 

1 geon at Ch---y, (a remarkably 
healthy, robuſt boy, about eight years 
of age) were given ſeveral gentle 
purges, about the latter end of O#7o- 
ber and beginning of MVovember, in 
order to remove ſome habitual kernels 
in his neck; which by this method, 
and keeping warm, were, till now, 
always eafily diſperſed. At the con- 
dluſion of this courſe, through ar: ill- 
grounded ſuſpicion of the apothecary, 
who apprehended the child was going 

to have a ſcarlet fever, he was put 
to bed, where he was continued two 
or three days; but neither fever, 
eruption, or fore throat ſucceeding, 
(the child all this time being perfectly 
free from either) he ordered him to 
* be 
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be taken up, and immediately gave 
him a frong mercurial purge, which 
operated violently, by vomit as well 
as ſtool: this do was twice repeated, 
at ſhort intervals. It may be neceſ- 
fary to obſerve here, that, till after 
taking the laſt mercurial purge, which 
was about ten days from the time he 
was put to bed, the child continued 
extremely well in every reſpeft ; but 

on that very night, the 14th of Mo- 
vember, the uſual ſymptoms of a /a- 
livation from mercury came on, pre- 
_ ceded by an enlargement of the child's 
face, and head; his cheeks, tongue, 
and gums, were exceeding fore ; his 
teeth were looſe, and that night he 
ſpit plentifully. From the 15th to 
the 18th, the above ſymptoms en- 
creaſed, with ſloughs and fetid breath; 
and ſo very profuſe was the ſalivation, 
that the child wetted eleven or twelve 
napkins in a day and night. Nothing, 
however, was yet attempted to con- 

: troul 
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troul the ſalivation; for the apothe- 
cary, in a letter to Mr. B-— this 
day, tells him, that, in Bis opinion, 
the ſpitting, which was partly natu- 
ral, and critical, muſt be carefully 
hept up; that he 7hought him in a 
good way, and was not at all appre- 
ben ſive of any preſent danger. The 
cauſe of his ſending this letter, was 
occaſioned by Mr. B---z having ac- 
cidentally heard his child had been 


indiſpoſed; in conſequence of which 


he had ſent over a poſt-chaiſe, in or- 
der to bring him home; not having 
received, in all this time, the leaſt 
intimation from the apothecary of the 
— child's dangerous ſituation, though - 
he had been frequently and warmly 
1 to write to him for that pur- 

ole. Juſtly alarmed at ſo very ex- 
traordinary an account, Mr. B-, 
early the next morning on the 19th, 
came over, and found the unhappy 
ehild, with /everal boys in the ſame 


room, - 


| (101 
room, in a deep ſaliwation; with fur- 
ll — roughed cheeks, floughed tongue and 
lips, ſtrongly fetid breath, and ſpit- 
ting immoderately. In the preſence 

of the father, the child had fo ſtrong 
and univerſal a convulſion, with ſuch 
1 frequent returns of ſpaſms, that his 
laſt breath was every moment ex- 
peaed. Under theſe perilous circum- 
ſtances, in conſultation with the apo- 
thecary, it was agreed to give him 
* inſtantly a glyſter, with ſome open- 
ing medicines ; no attempt having 
been made to procure one ſtool fince 
i his laſt phyfic, though it was now the 
* fifth day. Three bliſters alſo were 
applied; nouriſhing broths and wine 
were directed to be given occaſional- 
ly, in order to ſupport him. The 
ſloughs and ulcers in the mouth were 
properly cleanſed, which had by no 
means been ſo before; for moſt ſhame- 
ful had hitherto been the attendance 
given. Mr. Bu, after leaving pro- 
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[ 12 ] 
per remedies and directions for the 
above purpoſe, in the evening re- 


turned home, being obliged to attend 


a patient in a particular branch of 
his profeſſion, which would admit of 
no excuſe, Very early on the 2oth 
in the morning he returned to E-, 
and found the child rather better, 
after ſome ſtools procured by the above 


remedies ; ſaw the apothecary, 8 


agreed to continue the above method; 
and on proper gargles and applica- 
tions to the ulcers, in order to abate 
the ſtench, which was now very great, 
the ſalivation rather decreaſed. The 


21ſt Mr. B viſited again: the ſa- 


livation continued as yeſterday, the 
ſmell and ulcerations increaſed. An 
eminent phyſician was this day called 
in, who was an eye-witneſs to the 
above diſtreſsful caſe ; and averred, 
that he never ſaw a higher degree of 
aliuation from mercury in his life. 


It was agreed to continue the above 


B 2 method, 


1121 

method, and to ſupport him proper- 
ly. The apothecary now frequently 
attended; and directed himſelf a glyſter 
this night, the phyſic not having per- 
formed its office. Mr. B- himſelf 
ſtaid all the day, frequently waſhing, 
cleanſing, and dreſſing the ulcers on 
the lips, cheeks, tongue, and gums 
with the uſual applications. On the 
22d Mr. B- viſited again, with the 
@pothecary, and found the child ra- 
ther more chearful; but the faliva- 
tion, fetid breath, ſloughs, and ul- 
| cers very great. On the 23d, parti- 
_ cular buſineſs prevented Mr. Bs 
attendance; but he was aſſured by 

the apothecary, if the child ſhould 
be worſe, that he would immediately 
acquaint him, as he lived not an hour's 
ride from him, The 24th Mr. B-, 
on his return, found the ſymptoms 
in general worſe, the child having 
had another ſtrong fit. The apothe- 
cary's attendance was now open 
n , wit 5 


1 
5 
, 
« 
4 
' 
- 
N 
= 
Py 
% 
3 4 
* 
by * 
2 
— 
— 
EV. 
%. Þ + 
£ 
= 
= c 
* 
* 
<=Y 
* 
þ 
+I" 
ry „ 
3 
2 
" * 
T 
« Xx 
,P 
> 
' 4 
"TB 
ac 
4 
* i 
* P * 
1 
9 
A 
. 
\ 
+ 
* 
ki 
4 
+ 


L 13 ] 
with, whoſe preſence had long been 
inſupportable to the child; and Mr. 


B.- himſelf attended all this day, 


On the 25th a ſurgeon was called in, 
who was a witneſs to the deep {loughs 


in the child's tongue, cheeks, lips, 


and gums, which were now become 
extremely fetid : ſeveral of them were 
cut away, and others ſcarified, in the 
preſence of many witneſſes. This 


gentleman was of the ſame opinion 
with the phy/fician, that the caſe was 


a ſfirong ſalivation from mercury, and 
that the child was in the moſt immi- 
nent danger. In conſultation with 
the phyſician, the bark was directed, 
in ſuch quantities as the child's ſto- 
mach would bear; and Mr. B- fat 
up all this night to give it himſelf, 
and to foment and dreſs the now nu- 
merous ulcers. On the 26th the ſame 


treatment was purſued by Mr. B 
all day; and the bark continued: 


but in the evening the child ſunk 


apace, 


| 
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apace, and expired that ni oht, after 
ſupparting a /frong ſalioation for thir- 
teen days. | 

This is a true and impartial ſtate 
of the caſe, which I preſent as ſuch 
to the public and you : and leaving 
you, ſir, to ſuch reflections as muſt. 
neceſſarily occur on the ' peruſal, I 
ſhall now produce the following letter 
of your's to me; with this obſerva- 
5 that though you could never 
be prevailed on to write me the truth, 
yet you have taken great pains 20 
conceal it from me. You were now, 
indeed, forced to the alternative, of 
ſending my child, or giving me your 
reaſons for ſuch refuſal; otherwiſe, 
I ſuppoſe, you had perſevered in that 
filence, which it was ſo much your; 
inclination and your intereſt to ob- 
ſerve. 


Mr. 
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Mr. K r' Letter to My. B---n. 

F , Friday morning, (Nov. 18.) 
Dear Sir, 

Am very ſorry to tell you, that the 
fituation maſter B- is at preſent 
in, renders his removal juſt now im- 
practicable. As he had very little of 
the ſcarlet eruption, or redneſs in his 
ſkin, during the feveriſh ſlate of his 
diſorder, 1 apprehend a great part of 
the morbid cauſe was lodged on the 
zonfils and parotid glands, which re- 
mained much er/arged, and remark- 
ably hard, after his fever went off, 
and the ſkin recovered its natural co- 
lour. I was, indeed, at one time, 
apprehenſive the glands of his neck 
would ſuppurate: I ordered the 
ſwelled parts to be covered with 
warm freſh wool, and gave him, at 
proper diſtances, gentle purges, with 
Infuſ. Sen. Manna, Tart. Solub. which 
* operated 


Pa 


1 
operated very well, but ſeemed to 
have no kind of effect on thè ſwelled 
glands, which remained, indeed, ſur- 
priſingly large: ſo that I thought it 
abſolutely neceſſary to adminiſter a 
more ſtimulating kind of purge; for 
which purpoſe I ſent him the follow- 
ing Pulv. Baſilic. rhei Falap 3 gr. 
viij, to be taken in the morning, in 
a ſpoonful of Sur. Roſar. It operated 
briſkly, and appeared to agree quite 
well: it was therefore repeated again 
Sunday laſt, when he ſeemed pretty 
well, except the ſwellings on each fide 
of his neck, which were rather leſs, 
though his purging powder worked 
him ten or twelve times. Wedneſday 
he appeared to have à conſiderable dif- 
charge from the ſalivary glands,which 
has kept up ever fince---buz, thank 
God, it has intirely removed the fwelk- 
»The Pulv. Baſilic. is compoſed of equal 


parts of Diagrydium, Ceruſe of Antimony, 
Cream of Tartar, and Mercurius Dulcis. 


ing 


| [v7 1 
ing from bis neck, which, before the 
diſcharge, was of an alarming ſize. 
The acrimony of the infectious humour 

F this kind of complaint, you know, 
produces moſt amazing ulcerations and 
deep floughs, during the acute ſtage ; 
and T have too often experienced the 
tedious ill conſequences that follow 
a ſcarlet fever, when the eruption in 
the ſkin has not been ſufficient to diſ- 
charge the malignant matter. — You 

will excuſe my reaſoning in this man- 

ner to a perſon of your ſtill and ex- 
berience. You will, I hope, be ſa- 
tisfied that all poſſible care has and 
will be continued to him; but the 
ſpitting, which, in my opinion, is 
partly a natural and critical drain 
from the Iymphatic veſſels, muſt be 
carefully kept up. — I have ſometimes 
ſeen an ædematous ſwelling all over 
the body, after this complaint ; and 
the day before his ſpitting came on, 
his legs were much ſwelled, as the 

C nurſe 


i 

nurſe informed me, when ſhe put 
him to bed. — I have ordered every 
thing proper for uuf as to regimen, 
in Mrs. B—u's houſe, whoſe friendly 
and alſfectionate concern for him, you 
are well aſſured of. When your bu- 
ſineſs will permit, I ſhall be glad to 
ſee you at my houſe, and will then 
attend you to E---, ---I ſhould cer- 
tainly have wrote to you to-day, if 


you had not ſent the bearer over. - - 1 
thin him in à good way, and am not 


-apprehenfive that he is in any preſent 
danger ; tho' I fear your lady will be 
much alarmed at his not being in a 
ſituation to be removed with ſafety. 
You will beſt know how to reconcile 
her to it; and believe me to be, with 


great Vincerity, 


Your, &c. 


+ 
H * X 8 me 
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It is impoſſible that fo extraordi- 

a letter as this can paſs unno- 
ticed by the reader, as it was intirely 
calculated to throw a veil before my 
eyes, and to deceive me with the 
groſſeſt ſophiſtry, and moſt deluſive 
reaſonings: I muſt beg leave, there- 
fore, to make ſome obſervations upon 
it, as probably they may be of uſe, 
to prove the above ſuggeſtion, and 
to expoſe your extraordinary conduct, 
on this occaſion. 


OBSERVATIONS on My. K--r's 
Letter, 


HAT do you mean, fir, by 
ſaying you gave the gentle 
purges, after the child was put to 
for your imaginary fever; when 
you well know they were given a week. 
or ten days before? Was it to prove. 
the neceſſity of then giving the brisk 
mercurial pbyſic? Why introduced in 
| C 2 this | 
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this part of the letter, but to miſlead 
or perplex? Why was not the order 
of time faithfully obſerved ? ' 

You ſay, that on Sunday, after the 
ſecond mercurial purge, he ſeemed 
| pretty well, except the fwelling on each 

fide of his neck, which was rather leſs : 

as you make no mention of the ton- 
ſils, we may ſuppoſe them leſſened 
alſo. But why do you chuſe to omit 
one of the mercurial purges ? You 
well know three were given. Is this 

a proof of the weakneſs of your 

memory, or of your little regard to 

truth ? 
You fay, that, notwithſtanding 
his purging powder worked him ten or 
*welve times, (and, with equal truth 
- alſo, you might have added, that it 
vomited him almoſt as often) on Wed- 
nieſday he appeared to have a conft- 
derable diſcharge from the ſaliwary 
glands : had you attended the child 
as your duty and the caſe demanded, 


you 


TS 
you would have found, that the ſali 
vation, which now wetted. eleven or 
twelve napkins in twenty-four hours, 
began on the Monday evening, two 
days before. Such candid repreſen- 
tation of facts would have obviated 
any ſuſpicion of deſign, or artifice, 
in this your relation. 

You ſay, when my child had al- 
ready ſalivated four or five days and 
nights, and the ſalivation was then 
hourly riſing, that, in your opinion, 
the ſpitting, which was partly a na- 
tural and critical drain from the Iym- 
pbatic veſſels, muſt he carefully kept 
up: pray, what do you mean by 
| partly, and how was it to be kept 
up? by more mercury ? Surely it 
then wanted lowering but two much. 
© You fay, the acrimony of the infec- 
tious humour, vo KNOW, produces 
moſt amazing ulcerations, an deep 
Sloughs, during the acute flage : I aſk 
you, were there any ſloughs at all in 


the 


* 
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and lips, as really a 
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the child's mouth during the acute 


age! Were there any on the tonſils? 


You mention only Hard and enlarged 
tonſils, and parotid glands; and for 
theſe latter you gave the more ſtimu- 
lating mercurial phyſic. Thank God, 
fay you, the ſalivary diſcharge has re- 
moved the fwellings from his neck. 
But I muſt beg leave to tell you, I 
Do NoT know that this diſtemper pro- 


duces ſuch amazing ulcerations, and 


deep floughs, on the tongue, cheeks, 
ed on thoſe 
parts of my child; though a different 
kind of ulcer, and. ſlough, does ſome- 
times on the ulla, arch of the mouth, 

and tonfils; and this I take to be one 
of the characteriſtic marks, whereby 
theſe ulcers may be diſtinguiſhed from 


each other; but I moſt certainly do 


know, that mercury will produce ex- 
actly ſuch ulcers on the fongue, 
cheeks, gums, and Hips, as my child 
had. T 


You 
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Vou own, that the ſpitting came 
not on, till after a ſtimulating 
purges : would not purges that ope- 
rated as briskly as theſe, unleſs they 
had been free) rather have 
checked or preven ted a critical ſpit- 
ting ? Why won't you at once confels, 
that you intended a ſlight falivation, 
as you already have that the Jung 
ought to be kept ups 

You fay, at the cloſe of your letter, 
you zhink him in a good way : is this 
a proof of your great ſincerity ? With 
what face could you write thus to me, 
when my poor child had then been 
ſalivating immoderately for four days 
and nights; by which he was ſo greatly 
ſunk and exhauſted, that when I vi- 
ſited him early the next morning, you 
well know, he had ſuch ſtrong con- 
vulſive fits, that we both deſpaired 


of his ſurviving them, that very 
day ? 


What 


„4 
What cruelty, thus to conceal fro 
a father, the dangerous and alarming 


mptoms of his child's caſe ? How 
orcibly and often were you impor- 


. 


tuned for that purpoſe, by one, whoſe 
tenderneſs, who/e friendly and affec- 
tionate concern, you with ſo much 
truth and juſtice have taken notice 
in this letter? How could you reſiſt 


ſuch intereſting ſollicitations? To 
what ſhall we aſcribe this amazing 
conduct of your's? Was it to want 
of judgment, or to want of inte- 
N 

Theſe, ſir, are painful conſidera- 
tions for me to recall, how little 
ſoever they may affect you, who are 
a ſtranger to the tender emotions in 


the boſom of a parent - - - ſuch only 
can truly ſympathize with me. - - Yet 


even you might have leſſened my 
griefs, by a timely confeſſion of your 
errors, could you but have ſacrificed 
your artifice, and diſingenuity, to 

| truth. 
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truth. What retributions can now 
be made, let juſtice and the diſ- 
intereſted voice of the public pro- 

NOUNCE. | 
And now, fir, tis moſt pro- 
bable; that the true ſtate of the 
caſe Rands really thus. After my 
child had been continued a ſufh- 
cient number of days in bed, and 
neither fever, eruption, or ſore 
throat appeared, you thought it 
high time to order him up, and 
treat him in a different manner. 
Accordingly you gave him three 
doſes of ſtrong mercurial phylic, 
in order to remove the external 
glandular ſwelling, on which the 
gentle phyſic ſeemed to you, to have 
0 kind of effect. But as mercury 
has ever been found extremely 
precarious in its operation, ſo, in 
this caſe, it took to the glands of 
the mouth, and, not being con- 
_ D trouled 


Kas 
trouled in time, gained ſuch an aſ- 
cendency, that in vain were after- 
wards, all the efforts of art to re- 
ſtrain its fury. Your defire to 
conceal this accident from me, 
and others, was the cauſe of your 
ſubſequent diſingenuous conduct, 
and of ſo many deluſive argu- 
ments, that were advanced, in or- 
der to ſupport your firſt aſſertion, 
viz, That this was a critical 
ſpitting from a malignant fever, 
Whereas had you candidly con- 
feſſed the truth, and conſulted 
ſome of the profeſſion in due 
time, who might have adviſed 
you ; 'tis more than probable that 
my child's life had been faved, 
tho at the expence of your judg- 
ment. In order to confirm this 
my opinion, I refer you to the 
following queries. 
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We QUE RI E s. 


r. W Hether maſter B- had 
any ſcarlet fever, or ſore 
tbroat, during the time you con- 
fined him to bed; or the leaſt 
appearance of the latter till af- 
ter the third doſe of mercurial 
phyſic? 

2. If the child had the ſcarlet fe- 
ver, why was he not continued lon- 
ger in bed, and treated in the uſual 
manner you treat others in that 
diſtemper? Did he not eat, drink, 
and ſleep as uſual, during all this 
time, and ſwallow with the utmoſt 
facility? Did he ſa much as com- 
plain of his throat, but of a ſtiff- 
neſs only on his neck externally, 
from the ſwelled glands thereof ? 
Can you ſay his tonſils were ulce- 
rated during this ſtage ? 


D 2 3. Is 
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Is it not certain, that, a few 

days from his ſickening, i. e. be- 
ing put to bed, you e the 
child up, and gave him a brife 
mercurial purge, and repeated it 
twice in a few days? Did he once, 
during this mercurial courſe, com- 
plain of his throat, till the laſt 
day of taking ? Did he not even 
from the time you firſt put him 
to bed,' every morning eat his 


cruſty roll with the other boys, 
and fare as they did, thoſe days 
excepted, when he took the zner- 
curial phyſic? 

4. Had there bern any crifis 
by ſpitting, or tendency thereto, 
previous to the purging phyſic, 
when ſurely it was moſt to be ex- 
pected ; would it have been pru- 
dent to pervert this ſalutary courſe 
of nature, by three untimely fti- 
mulating mercurial pu rges ? 
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. Can it be ſuppoſed, that a 
1 by the ſalival glands, or a 
ſpitting with ſloughs, fetid breath, 
c. ſhould come on ten days after 
the child's recovery from the fe- 
ver (as you call it) and after three 
doſes of briſk phylic ? Is not this 
contrary to nature's uſual pro- 
ceedings ? 

6. Why do not you continue 
to own, as you have in your letter, 
that you gave him the mercurial 
phyſic to take down the ſwelled 
na of his neck, partly per- 
haps with a view to a falivation? 

7. Can the whole hiſtory of 
phyſic produce any parallel in- 
ſtance with this, of a critical flux 
from the /alival glands, coming on 
at this period; increaſing daily 
for a number of days, to a quart 
at leaſt in 24 hours; attended 
with a general inlargement of the 


bead ; 
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head; with cheeks, tongue, and 
lips ſlougbed, teeth loſe, and all 
this accompanied with great ſtench, 
in a child of eight years old? Are 
theſe the ſymptoms of the ma- 
lignant ſore throat? — if ſo, Is this 
the method of treating it ? 

8. But if the ulcers were criti- 
cal, and of ſo malignant a nature 
as to occaſion all this dreadful 
havock in the child's mouth, muſt 
they not have been highly conta- 
gious? Why then were ſeveral 
boys permitted by you, to be in 
the ſame room with him, till a 
few days before he died? Does 
not this contradict your apprehen- 
ſion of its being contagious ; or 
had you a mind to ſpread it? 

9. If theſe ulcers were of fo 
malignant a nature, as you pre- 
tend, why was the father not 
conſulted, whom you knew to be 
a ſur- 
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a ſurgeon, and lived ſo very near ? 
for in your letter, you allow him 
Skill and experience; Were theſe 
reaſons for excluding him? 

10. Is there not but too much 
reaſon to believe, that you art- 
fully intended to conceal the caſe 
from him, as well as others of the 
faculty ; that had the child .died 
without ſuch inſpection (and very 
near death the convulſions had 
brought him, the very firſt day 
the father did ſee him) you might 
have told your ſtory as you pleaſ- 
ed, and without riſk of detection. 
Was you not often preſſed to 
write to him, and as often re- 
fuſed ? | 

11. But I beg to know, fir, 
who, but yourſelf, ever thought 
of giving mercury in malignant 
fore throats, or ſo immediately 
after malignant fevers? Is not 

this 
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this practice as novel, as it appears 
dangerous? What authority can 

you produce for this innovation? 
12. With what truth can you 
aver, that as ſoon as the father 
came, you weregno longer con- 
cerned 3 when for ſeveral days 
after, as the narrative ſhews, you 
continued to conſult with him : 
in regard to the ſurgeon's pro- 
vince, you certainly could have 
no pretenſions there, though you. 
had ufurped it but too long; and 
when you declare that you pro- 
poled the bark, which was not 
given in time, is it not a moſt 
unjuſt aſſertion, which can eaſily 

. be proved upon you, by the at- 
| teſtation of every gentleman con- 
16 cerned ? and to your confuſion, 
fl it can be proved alſo, that Mr. 
B—7z himſelf was the firſt who 
propoſed the bark; and that you 


never 


> 
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never once mentioned it in con- 
fultation, or after, to. him, or the 
phyſician. 

13. With what face, after all 
this, could you inform thoſe of the 
firſt rank, that this unhappy child 
died of a fitting, from a tranſla- 
tion of the malignant humours to 
the ſalival glands, and for want of 
OF: bark, which you adviſed ? - 
14. Is it not evident, that after 
ME 3 ſaw his child's deplora- 
ble ſituation, every aſſiſtance was 
given, that art directs in ſuch 
caſes ? Did he not call in an emi- 
nent phyſician and ſurgeon? did. 
he not himſelf attend the child 
both night and day with unwea- 
ried diligence and affection, and 
adminiſter every help with his own 
hand ? How great muſt be your 
modeſty, after this, to declare, that 
had the child continued under 
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your ſole management, he would 
have recovered? 

15. But if this diſtemper was 
both malignant and contagious, as 
you aver; would not the young 
gentlemen, who continued ſo long 
in the ſame room with him, have 
been infected with it? 

16. Now it is evident, that the 
nurſe, on whoſe boſom the child 
conſtantly reclined his head, was 
affected: but, inſtead of catching 
the malignant fever, how came it 
to paſs, that ſhe ſhould only be af- 
fected with a ſlight /pirting, at- 
tended with Tre gums, fetid 
breath, and looſe 75 the uſual 
effects of mercurial eam 7 

And now, fir, let the world 
judge, whether the falivation, of 
which my child died, was the 
criſis of a malignant fever, or the 
effects of Mercury. 
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As to the direful apprehenſions 
you have created, concerning erup- 
tive fevers, and ſore throats, &. 
J ſhall no farther concern myſelf 
with them, than as they are im- 
mediately connected with the pre- 
ſent queſtion. 
I., think I have clearly proved, 
this caſe had nothing malignant 
or infeltious in it, except the me- 
of cure: that I confeſs was 
in fectious enough.--The nurſe you 
know was infected with it.---And 
upon this head your recollection 
will naturally carry you to the late 
caſe of a young nobleman; whoſe 
ſymptoms you magnified as dan- 
gerous, with your uſual exaggera- 
tions: What was the conſequence ? 
Did the very eminent phyſician, 
who was brought down upon the 
Occaſion, juſtify this alarm in one 
ſingle point? Did he diſcern the 
* leaſt 
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leaſt malignity ? Did he guard 
againſt infection, by ſending the 
near relations of his noble patient 
out of the houſe? No: he found 
nothing extraordinary in the mat- 
ter, except that he was hurried 
down upon ſo frivolous an occa- 
ſion. I repeat again my deſign 
in mentioning all this, is merely 
to expoſe your miſrepteſentation 
of facts, that are connected in 
ſome meaſure with my child's 


caſe; I want not to obſiruct any 


of your proceedings; go on to 
propagate alarms as faſt as you 
think proper.-----Approve your 
care and anxiety to the tender and 
apprehenſive minds of parents ; 


Air up the honourable women, and 


deſerve their thanks by deſtroying 
their quiet.--Theſe are little con- 
trivances to ſupply the place of 
merit; the talents of thoſe who 

have 
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have no better; and if you find 


them proſper, I haye no objection. 
Yet perhaps the caſe I have de- 
ſcribed, may be worthy in ſome 
meaſure of their attention, unleſs 
you will ſay, that boys are to be 
divided into two claſſes; and that 
experiments ſhould be made upon 
the vulgar, for the benefit of the 


noble: if, this be not ſo; if the 


ſame meaſure of ſkill and fidelity 


in our profeſſion is to be applied 


to all; the conſequence is unde- 
niable ; what hath thus happened 
to my child, ugbt have been the 


fate of ſome youth of the moſt ' 


exalted rank : and then it will 
greatly import you to conſider upon 
what ground you ſtand, and timely 
to betake yourſelf to the beſt de- 
fence your cauſe will furniſh. 
Suppoſing you, therefore, to 


addreſs yourſelf to your vindica- 


tion, 
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tion, let me beſpeak ſome degree 
of candour, and fair dealing; and 
beg you firſt to facrifice to truth. 
—Strive not to perplex the terms 
of the queſtion; or to divert the 
conſequence, and evade the force 
of it, by captious and quibbling 
ſophiſtry. There are but two 
ways poſſible, in which your de- 
fence can be made. If you deny 
the facts, and produce evidence 
to ſupport that contradiction, the 
matter will lie open to all readers, 
who are capable of underſtanding 
the nature and force of teſtimony. 
If you avow the facts, and diſpute 
the conſequences, the queſtion 
will then be referred to men of 
ſcience in the profeſſion; and by 
their deciſion I am contented to 
abide, But there is a method 
that may poſſibly ſuit your preſent 
diſpoſition better; and that is, not 

to 


[ 39 ] 
to anſwer at all; - - - In that caſe, 
fhrug and grimace may be of uſe, 
to denote the utmoſt contempt” of 
the unworthy treatment you have 
received. It may be proper to 


deſeribe the author of theſe pa- 


as a poor illiterate wretch, 
beneath all notice; and the work. 
itſelf às a compound of ignorance 
and malice, ſet on' foot merely to 
traduce 
may farther tax me with mon- 
ſtrous ingratitude, in private com- 


panies, who killed my own ſon. 
by my wilful ignorance ; and diſ- 


miſſed you, who at that very 
time was reſtoring him to perfect 
health. 

Theſe methods, though rather 
ſtale and antiquated, are ſtill in 
good eſteem among a certain part 
of mankind; but, I doubt, they 
will hardly ſerve you upon the 

| preſent 


your character: nay, you 
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pfeſent . hon; that cosſciaus 
— of youris, Mr. Kr, hath 
told too much truth already: =- - 
Tis too late to put on defiance, 
when. you have be ſpoken the 
language of guilt ; - but, this is 
your concern, not coine:- 21 de- 
ire not in any manner to foreſtall 
the cenſure of the public; what- 
ever concluſions, cher from our 
defence, or from your ſilence, (as 
it may happen) ſhould be Pee. 
_ hereafter; they are the 
judges; and to their Gelben 1 
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